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Q.  Yfhen  the  Doolittle  fliers  wore  captured,  who  oaptured  thorn? 

A.  Two  aircraft  landed  in  China,  one  in  the  area  of  the  13th  Army  and  one 

in  the  area  of  the  11th  Amy,  and  when  this  was  roported  the  order  was , 
given  by  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  in  Tokyo  to  send  those  fliers 
to  Tokyo  immediately. 

q.  Did  they  all  go  to  Tokyo  together,  those  caught  by  the  11th  Army  and 

the  13th  Army? 

A.  All  together,  at  the  same  time. 

Q,  Did  they  all  come  baok  to  China  together? 

A*  Yes. 

Q.  Vfhen  they  cane  back  to  China  from  Tokyo,  where  we re  they  sent? 

A.  Shanghai. 

Q.  Yflien  the  fliers  were  brought  baok  to  Shanghai,  did  any  orders  como  with 

them  as  to  what  should  bo  done? 

A.  The  order  was  that  those  fliers  were  to  be  triod  by  the  China  Expedition* 

ary  Foroe,  which  did  not  ;mean  China  Expeditionary  Force  Headquarters. 

Q.  What  did  the  order  stato7 

A.  The  order  was  in  two  partr.  On'  part  stated  that  a  now  military  law  for 

the  treatment  of  fliers  who  -ai.  C  Japanose  areas  had  been  created  and 
ordered  us  to  post  the  new  i.'w  in  accordance  with  a  copy  that  was 
attached  to  the  order.  The  second  part  ordered  that  the  fliers  be  tried 
by  military  court  in  aocox'danoo  with  the  new  military  law  whioh  was 
oontainod  in  the  first  part  of  the  order. 

Q,  When  was  the  order  notifying  you  of  the  oroetibn  of  the  new  military 

law  received? 

A.  28  July  1942. 


Q. 

A  • 


Then  what  happened? 

General  Hata  was  opposed  to  trying  the  fliers  by  military  lav/,  instead, 
he  v/ahted  to  treat  them  as  prisoners  of  war.  Ho  stated  to  his  Chief  of 
Staff,  and  I  heard  this  because  I  was  sitting  there  at  tho  time,  that 
it  was  his  intention  to  giye..JJvo  fliers  as  gonorous  consideration  as 
possible.  He  said,  that  tf  Tokyo  ins^teH,  t hat  tho,  fliers  v»e  triod  under 
the  new  military  &w,  hetfHata,  wou^j  givo  thorn  the  ligHjes-t  possible  or 
tho  mo^t  £bnerOus  posaibJLi'docision  -at  tho  trial.  He-  etated  that  if 
there  wEre  any  sl&htest> Extenuating'  circumstances  to  bo  taken  into 
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consideration,  he  v/ould  take  them  into  consideration  and  pass  them  as 
(Contd)  light  a  sentence  as  possible.  He  stated  it  was  his  intention  to  treat 
the  fliers  Generously. 

’/hat  happened  noxt7 

A*  Sinoo  tho  China  Sepeditionary  Forco  Headquarters  did  not  have  any 

military  court  in  its  organization  and  sirtco  Tokyo  had  sent  the  fliers 
direotly  to  Shanghai,  it  was  decided  that  tho  trial,  if  it  had  to  be 
held,  v/ould  be  held  by  the  13th  Amy  whoso  headquarters  wore  in  Shanchai. 
Because  General  Hata  opposod  tho  idea  of  trying  tho  American  fliers  by 
a  military  court,  instoacl  of  ordering  the  13th  Amy  to  proceed  with  tho 
trial,  ho  ordorod  the  13th  Amy  to  invostigato  whothor  or  not  tho  flier3 
v/ould  bo  tried  by  military  law  or  could  be  treatod  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I 

Then  v/hat  happened? 

A»  Lator  I  found  out  that  the  13th  Amy  decided  that  thoro  was  not  onough 

evidonce  to  try  tho  fliers  by  military  court  and  roquostod  diroctly  of 
Tokyo,  not  through  our  headquarters,  noro  evidence  against  tho  fliers. 

It  did  this  through  the  Shanghai  offioo  of  tho  K ampoitai.  This  I 
loarnod  after  tho  trial  whor*  during  one  of  my  trips  botwoon  Han]:ing  and 
Shanghai  I  saw  this  documont  in  Shanghai. 

Did  Goneral  Hata  over  hinsolf  or  your  hon'- quarters  rocoivo  any  answer 
from  tho  13th  Arny  saying  that  tho  ovidouoo  was  not  sufficient  to  hold 
a  trial. 

A«  No. 

Q«  V;hat  happonod  noxt? 

A»  '.hen  Gonoral  Kata  oxprossed  his  intention  of  generous  treatment  of  those 

fliors  to  Lt.  Gonoral  Ushirogu,  his  Chiof  of  Staff,  Lt.  General  Ushirogu 
on  tho  sono  day  vrote  a  lottcr  to  the  Vice-Chief  of  the  Go"  /ral  Staff  in 
Tokyo,  Gonoral  Tanaho,  stating  tho  intentions  of  General  Kata  and  asking 
the  intentions  of  tho  Tokyo  Central  Authorities.  Tho  lotter  was 
forv/urdod  to  Tokyo  by  mossongor  on  an  airplano  tho  very  sano  day. 

Q*  Then  what  happened?  « 


A* 


As  a  rosult  of  the  lottcr  sont  by  Lt.  General  Ushirogu  to  tho  Tokyo 
Central  Authorities  stating  tho  intontions  of  Gonoral  Hata,  Colonol 
Arisuo  oamo  all  tho  way  from  Tokyo  as  onissary  from  tho  Chiof  of  the 
General  Staff  and  oxprossod  tho  desires  of  the  Chiof  of  tho  Gonoral 
Staff,  which  worci  To  oarry  out  tho  trial  in  a  vory  striot  manner,  and 
that  punishment  must  bo  vory  strict.  As  a  nattor  of  fact,  tho  Chiof  of 
tho  Gonoral  Staff  was  oxpocting  tho  doath  sontenoo.  Furthor,  it  was 
tho  ordor  of  tho  Chiof  of  tho  Gonoral  Staff  that  the  decision  of  the 
trial  bo  forwardod  to  Tokyo  immediately  for  aotion  by  Tokyo.  Tho 
oxocution  of  tho  sentonos  should  bo  stayod  until  tho  dooision  was 
forwardod  from  Tokyo  after  action  was  taken  in  Tokyo  on  the  dooision 
of  tho  trial.  Furthor,  after  oxocution  of  sontonco,  no  announcement 
was  to  bo  mdo  by  tho  Chinn  Expeditionary  Army  Hoadquarters,  but  all 
announoononts  relativo  to  tho  trial,  sontenco  and  execution  of  sentence, 
v/ould  bo  made  by  Inporial  Headquarters  in  Tokyo.  In  this  oonneotion. 
General  Hata  stated  to  Colonel  Arisuo  that  because  of  tho  seriousnoss 
and  tho  importance  of  tho  natter,  ho  wanted  tho  orders  from  Tokyo  in 
writing.  Colonel  Arisuo  retorted  that  bcoause  of  tho  soriousness  of  the 
nattor  the  Chiof  of  tho  General  Staff  had  decided  to  forv/ard  tho  orders 
not  in  writing  but  by  his  personal  onissary ,  Colonol  Arisuo  himself,  and 
that  thoro  was  no  noro  roliablo  way  of  conveying  tho3o  ordor  than  by  tho 
uso  of  high  ranking  officer  courior. 


* 
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Q*  After  Genoral  Hata  forwp.rdod  tho  orders  of  Tokyo  that  tho  fliors  should 

bo  triod,  what  furthor  action  did  ho  tako  with  rolation  to  tho  trial? 

Ho  furthor  action. 

Did  ho  appoint  tho  members  of  the  tribunal? 

A.  No. 

Q»  Did  ho  appoint  the  prosooutor? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  ho  appoint  the  dofonso  oounsol7 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  ho  mako  any  appointments  for  any  position  with  regard  to  tho  oourt 

or  any  of  its  monbers? 

A.  No,  this  V/ns  not  within  his  provinco.  Tho  trial  was  to  bo  hold  by  tho 

13th  Army,  which  had  its  headquartors  in  Shanghai,  the  placo  to  whioh 
the  fliors  had  boon  delivered  from  Tokyo.  Tilth  tho  arrival  of  Colonol 
Arisuo  with  a  complete  sot  of  orders  from  Tokyo  that  they  wore  to  bo 
triod  by  military  court,  which  military  court  did  not  exist  in  tho 
Hoadquartors  of  tho  China  Expod  it  ionnry  Force  which  was  looated  in 
Nanking,  control  of  all  natters  in  tho  trial  was  out  of  our  hnnda.  As 
the  Headquarters  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Foroo,  wo  woro  now  tho 
channel  through  whioh  all  orders  relativo  to  the  trial  would  pass  and 
would  be  forwardod  on  to  the  13th  Amy  in  Shanghai. 

Q.  Did  Hata  noko  known  to  the  13th  Army  his  intention  to  troat  tho  flio-:: 

gonorously? 

A.  No,  because  ho  had  nlroady  boon  told  by  tho  emissary  of  tho  Chief  o  ' 

tho  Gonoral  Staff  what  tho  intentions  and  dosiros  woro  of  the  Chiof 
the  Genoral  Staff.  Hata  as  a  subordinate  could  not  mako  any  recom¬ 
mendations  of  his  own.  If  no  ordors  had  boon  rbooivod  from  Tokyo  as  to 
tho  intentions  and  dcsiros  of  tho  Gonoral  Staff,  then  Genoral  Hata  as 
tho  highest  authority  of  tho  Japanese  Amy  in  China  would  have  boon 
permitted  to  express  his  dosiros  to  the  13th  Army.  But  sinoo  ho  had 
boon  told  diroctly  by  tho  emissary  of  tho  High  Command,  Colonol  Arisuo, 
what  tho  Tokyo  authorities  dosirod,  he  had  to  oontrol  his  own  dosiros  * 
as  to  their  treatment  or  tho  demands  to  bo  nado  for  sentence.  Howevor, 
General  Hata  still  did  not  r;.lvo  up  his  hope  of  giving  the  fliers  a 
light  sentenoo  bocauso  thor*,  was  still  the  order  to  forward  to  Tokyo 
immediately  tho  decision  of  the  trial.  Then  again,  tho  execution  of 
sentence  was  to  bo  stayed  until  tho  docision  of  Tokyo  was  nado  known* 

On  theso  two  points  Gonoral  Hc.tn  thought  Tokyo  would  consider  the  nattor 
oarefully  and  night  mitigato  tho  sentence  or  might  do  something 
different  aftor  thoir  minute  consideration  of  the  entire  case,  so 
Gonoral  Hata  put  evory  oxpootation  on  tho  further  docision  of  tho  Tokyo 
peoplo. 

Q.  VIhy  didn't  Gonoral  Hata,  whon  ho  roooived  tho  decision  from  Shanghai 

and  thon  forwarded  it  to  Tokyo  as  por  instructions,  mako  arty  rooon- 
mondation  to  Tokyo  to  troat  those  peoplo  gonorously? 

A.  Since  it  had  boon  orderod  that  the  final  docision  would  bo  made  in  Tokyo, 

General  Hata  could  not  suggest  nor  was  it  pormissablo  for  Gonoral  Hata  to 
BUggost  again  and  again  to  his  superiors  in  Tokyo  what  thoy  should  do  or 
to  offer  his  roc omnondat ions.  His  intontions  of  troat ing  tho  fliors  in 
a  gonorous  mannor  had  already  boon  oomnunionted  to  Tokyo  through  his 
Chiof  of  Staff  and  t’’at  was  the  reason  why  Tokyo  had  dispatchod  Colonel 
Arisuo  as  emissary  of  tho  General  Staff  direct  to  Hata  to  notify  him  of 
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A. 

(Contd) 


Hov  had  Gonoral  Hata«s  intontions  to  treat  those  fliors  in  a  fair  nan  nor 
become  knov/n  to  Tokyo? 

•*aon  General  Hatn  had  disolosod  his  intontions  to  his  Chief  of  Staff 
Lioutonant  Goneral  Ushirogu,  Lieutenant  General  Ushirogu  had  roportod  it 
to  tho  Vico-Chief  of  the  General  Staff  in  Tokyo  and  had  asked  tho 
intontions  and  desiros  of  tho  Gonoril  Staff,  That  is  how  tho  intontions 
of  General  Hata  becano  known  to  tho  Gonoral  Staff  and  as  a  result  of 
this  knowledge,  Colonol  Arisuo  v/ns  dispatched  to  Nanking  to  five  tho 
ordors  and  tho  dosiros  of  tho  Chiof  of  tho  General  Staff  for  the  conduot 
ox  tho  trial  to  Gonoral  Hata, 


tho  contrary  intentions  of  tho  Tokyo  central  authorities.  Goneral  Hata 
had  good  roason  to  oxpeot,  since  ho  knew  that  his  personal  intontions 
v/cro  .:nown  to  tho  General  Staff  and  sinoe  thoy  had  ordered  that  oxocution 
ol  sontonco  be  atayod  until  furthor  ordor  should  bo  givon  by  Tokyo  thoy 
v.°uld  mitigate  the  sontoncos.  Indeed,  ho  was  correct  in  this  bcoauso 
ia;or  tho  decision  camo  from  Tokyo  saving  tho  livo3  of  five  of  tho  fliorr 


Nov/  at  any  tine  did  Gonoral  Hata  oxpress  if  ho  had  his  way  what  his 
docision  would  bo? 

I  only  know  that  one  day  ho  told  tho  Co:jnr.ndor  of  tho  13  th  Amy,  Li  out  on- 
ant  General  Sawada  that,  "I  do  not  know  whothor  you  liko  tho  soi. -onoo  of 
tno  Tribunal  or  not,  but  that  is  a  natter  beyond  ny  control.  I  can  do 
nothinc  about  it  ,  by  which  ho  oxprossad  his  disapproval  of  tho  dooision. 

/hen  tho  fliers  wore  tried  by  military  court  under  tho  newly  promulgated 
military  law  promulcatod  by  Tokyo  and  ordored  posted  in  China,  what" 
dooi3ion  was  open  to  the  court  to  nnko? 


It  oould  find  the  fliors  guilty  or  it  oould  aoquit  thom. 

At  any  time  during  tho  ontiro  proceedings  was  Gonoral  Hata  as  Conmandor 
01  tho  Japanese  Amies  in  China  permitted  or  authorized  tb  oxorciso  any 
disorotion  in  tho  sotting  up  of  the  Tribunal,  its  members,  recommendation 
to  thon  of  a  dooision? 


No,  with  the  arrival  of  Colonol  Arisuo,  tho  ontiro  nattor  was  handlod 
directly  in  accordance  with  ordors  from  Tokyo  and  in  the  some  nannor  cs 
ii  the  trial  had  boon  hold  in  Tokyo.  Tho  only  difference  was  that  Tokyo 
had  sent  tho  fliers  book  to  ShancJiai  and  had  ordorod  tho  trial  hold  thoro. 
Everything,  including  docioior.  to  hold  tho  trial,  tho  law  under  which  tho 
trial  was  to  be  held,  tho  review  of  tho  sontonco  of  tho  tribunal,  the 
timo  t.s  to  tho  oxocution  of  tho  sontoncos  and  even  tho  announcement  of 
tho  trial  and  its  sontenoo  and  tho  execution  of  tho  sontonco  wero  all 
handlod  by  Tokyo,  At  no  time  woro  wo  pemittod  or  woro  wo  in  any  posit io: 
v  to  ^Itcr  or  chnnro  any  of  tlioso  docisions  or  to  offer  our  own  recom¬ 
mendations.  From  tho  very  beginning  aftor  tho  fliors  woro  oapturod  by 
tno  11th  Amy  and  tho  13th  Amy,  Tokyo  assumed  control  of  tho  ontiro 
nattor,  Thoy  woro  ordorod  to  Tokyo  for  questioning  and  examination  and 
thon  when  that  was  finished  tho  fliers  w oro  roturnod  to  Shanghai  and 
tho  ordor  arrived  that  thoir  trial  should  bo  hold  in  China, 

At  r.:iy  tino  from  tho  vory  beginning  until’  it  was  all  over,  was  thoro 
anything  that  Gonoral  Iiata  oould  have  dono  to  alter  tho  ohain  of  ovonts 
as  they  took  place? 

Noithor  General  Hata,  nor  anyone  olso  in  his  position  could  hr.vo  nado  the 
slightest  change  in  tho  wholo  evont. 
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1.  I  was  born  on  1st  of  January  1898  at  3218  Nagotonura,  Jinsokig&n, 
Hiroshima  Prefecture,  and  an  now  living  at  912  Oitunimchi  *rinal:u,  Tokyo. 

2,  Gist  of  personal  history  i3  as  follows: 

33ay  1918 
Doocribor  1918 


Graduatod  liilitary  Acadony 
Comissioned  2nd  Lioutonant 


Ihroh  1941 
March  1943 
July  1945 


LIcnbor  of  Staff  of  China  Expeditionary  Fore  os. 

At  the  tiuo  Colonol. 

Director  of  Ilosorvo  Offioor's  Training  School. 

At  tlio  tino  Major  Genoral 

Vioo-Chiof  of  Staff  of  Control  Aron  A ray,  Japan, 
till  tomination  of  war. 


3.  From  lixrch  1941  to  March  1943,  I  was  a  nonbor  of  staff  of  tho  China 
Expeditionary  Farces  and  Section  Chief  of  tho  First  Department  of  military  Stall 
Office.  Referring  to  the  Doolittle  Airplane  Incidont,  my  Soction  handled  tho 
oase  because  it  vras  an  affair  conoorninc  the  Supremo  Command  and  so  I  am  very 
conversant  with  this  oase. 


OATH 


In  accordance  with  my  oonscionoc,  I  swear  to  toll  the  wholo  truth 
withhold inG  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 


HIYAHO,  Masatoshi  (Seal) 


On  tho  11th  day  of  Septonbor,  1947,  at  Tokyo 

Dopononts  1IIYAII0,  liasatoshi  (o 

I,  IiiANARI,  Taitaro,  horoby  oortify  that  tho  above  statement  was  sworn 
to  by  tho  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  soal  thereto  in  tho  presence 
of  this  ’nitnoss. 

On  the  samo  date, 
at  Tokyo 

’.iitnoss:  IiiAHARI,  Taitaro  (Soal) 
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